
2025  
Halftime Report

Collaboration with Charlie Bilello

Chief Market Strategist, 

Creative Planning

What’s Happened & What’s Next



Key Takeaway:
In this advisor-focused deck, Charlie Bilello unpacks the market 
and economic developments that truly mattered in H1 of 2025, 
framed by the trends and metrics that matter most for clients.

Evaluating The First Half

You’ll walk away with:

● A visual breakdown of major H1 events, including tariffs, 
inflation trends, Fed signals, and sector rotations.

● A clear look at current market positioning and where 
risks may still be underpriced.

Direct perspective from Charlie, paired with his key 
takeaways from the first half.
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Key Takeaway:
Even with periodic drawdowns, 
the S&P 500 has delivered a 12% 
annualized return since 1980.

The Price 
of Admission

The lesson here is that there 
is no reward without risk” 
- Charlie Bilello
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Key Takeaway:
Markets have consistently rebounded 
over time. Investors who stay rational 
and optimistic tend to succeed in the 
long run.

Zoom Out
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There’s always been a recovery, 
no matter how bad the event”
- Charlie Bilello

https://tinyurl.com/jk4fhxfc


Calls for Correction
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Key Takeaway:
This was the second-fastest S&P 500 
recovery from a bear market low since 
the 1950s. Only the 1982 rebound 
reached new all-time highs faster, which 
happened within just two months.

    

From Bear to Bull

Almost unprecedented in 
terms of historical recoveries”
- Charlie Bilello
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https://tinyurl.com/39wrtnb7
https://tinyurl.com/39wrtnb7


Momentum Plays Into Growth
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Key Takeaway:
When sentiment improves, money 
often rotates out of defensive sectors 
and into cyclicals. After tariff-related 
headwinds, technology surged 43% off 
the April lows, a textbook example.

When Fear Subsides
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https://tinyurl.com/bdzw9u6t


Key Takeaway:
Asset class returns shift 
dramatically year to year, 
reinforcing the importance of 
diversification, though all asset 
classes are positive through H1.

A Rising Tide 
Lifts All Boats  
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The message is always 
the same, you can’t 
predict who the winner 
or loser will be at the 
beginning of the year”
- Charlie Bilello



The World Strikes Back
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https://tinyurl.com/t97dn5w5
https://tinyurl.com/3c6zxeaf
https://tinyurl.com/3c6zxeaf


Key Takeaway:
Markets are currently pricing in two rate 
cuts this year, one in September and 
another in December. If inflation and 
labor data align, a 50 bps cut before 
year-end wouldn’t be surprising.
    

Fed Fund
Rates Outlook
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Key Takeaway:
For 25 consecutive months, wages have 
outpaced inflation. With more purchasing 
power, households are saving, investing, 
and spending, which supports continued 
economic growth.

 

Economic Engine 
Continues
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/

This is the single most
important chart for an economy”
- Charlie Bilello

https://tinyurl.com/nykxma88


Top Use Cases
● Creating visuals to educate others & simplify complex or 

dense subject matter
● Sharing insights or data on Twitter/X to start dialogues
● Identifying stocks and funds that meet certain 

investment criteria

Charlie’s Top YCharts Use Cases & Tools 

Top Tools

Mention “Charlie Bilello” for 20% off YCharts Professional 
*new clients only*

Access Now

Start a Free Trial

Proposals Charts AI Chat

Access Now

Additional YCharts resources to 
inform your strategy.

https://go.ycharts.com/one-big-beautiful-bill-act
https://go.ycharts.com/charlie-bilello
https://go.ycharts.com/tariffs?_gl=1*1isxast*_gcl_au*NTI0NTY2MzgyLjE3NDkwNDM3MTQuMTM4NjAzMTUyMC4xNzUyMjUyMTE4LjE3NTIyNTIxNDY.

